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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER
I am a huge basketball fan. The game has been a part of my life since I was a toddler, and I have always held some of
the game’s stars in the highest of regards: Michael Jordan, Lebron James, Magic Johnson, Larry Bird, etc. In my eyes,
there is one player that rises above everyone.

I was saddened Sunday to learn of the passing of NBA great Bill Russell. Russell, who
played in the NBA for the Boston Celtics, was the game’s greatest winner and ultimate
team player. His teams won 11 NBA championships in 13 years, a feat that not even
Michael Jordan can claim. Russell was also the first Black head coach of a major
American sports team. However, Russell was much more than a phenomenal player and
coach. He was a trailblazer, a role model, and a civil rights icon.

Russell stood for something much bigger than the game of basketball. He used his
status as an athlete to shed light on and fight against racism in America, and he did so
despite the threat of danger to himself and his livelihood as an athlete. Russell never compromised his principles when
faced with injustice.

An important part of educating young people is helping them understand the past and how it connects to today. The
stories of individuals like Bill Russell are empowering. They show that people can be–and are–powerful actors in
shaping the present and the future. I know I will be sharing Russell’s story and his accomplishments on and off the court
with my daughter in the years to come.

Principal Miller

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Front Office Closed August 8-9 for Professional Development:
Office hours will resume on August 10th: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm

COVID Mask Policy:
For the coming school year, GLA plans to follow Chicago Public Schools’ guidance on mask policy. Currently, masks are
“highly recommended” for students but not required. Masking recommendations shift based on city COVID numbers.
GLA reserves the right to  a more restrictive protocol if it deems it necessary for the safety of students based on local
COVID numbers.

Before School Programming:

We are excited to offer On Deck before school programming again at GLA this year!



This program will run every day, Monday - Friday, before school from 7:00-7:45 am. Fees will be collected on a
monthly basis, due by the first of the month of service. Invoices will be sent via PayPal (no account is
needed), and enrollment and un-enrollment will be on a rolling basis.

Please note: Drop-ins are available for a $10/day flat fee, regardless of the time dropped off.

SY23 On Deck Fees:

1 student, $80/month
2 students, $140/month
3 students, $200/month

Due to a shortened month, August prices will be as follows:

1 student, $40/month
2 students, $70/month
3 students, $100/month

If you would like to sign up for the On Deck program, please click HERE to complete the form. Please fill out a
form for each student you would like to enroll.

When filling out this form, you will automatically be enrolled and billed for programming. If plans change,
please contact me at your earliest convenience, Stephanie Beck - sbeck@glachicago.org.

We look forward to another great year with you and your family!

After School Programming:

We are pleased to offer after school programs that are teacher and student-led. These after school programs
will run Monday-Thursday and will vary each trimester, with some new offerings for each grade.

A sign up solely for trimester one will be sent out shortly and is only, Tuesday, September 6th - Thursday,
November 10th. All programs will run from 3:15 - 5:00 pm.

You will have the opportunity to sign up your child for programming that will run Monday and Wednesday or
Tuesday and Thursday only. Each program will hold a max capacity for students and you will be notified if you
get into the program by Friday, September 2nd via letter and email.

The prices for these programs are based on program needs.

*Please note, these programs could overlap with any athletic practices/intersquad games that we offer.

Offerings for trimester one will be sent out shortly via an online form and will be first come, first serve until
the program is at max capacity.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1JdWtt1_C6tA_B0BifBxIy5rPfbqr34DigEWHSRWp5Iw/edit


Student Records Access:
In accordance with the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and the Illinois School
Student Records Act (ISSRA), individuals not verified as the parent or legal guardian must have
documentation on file granting them permission to engage in conversation or receive documentation related
to student academic performance, attendance, behavior, or any other protected information. If there are
members of your family that you would like to grant this level of authorization, please complete the GLA
Student Records Release form found here and return it to our main office. Permission is valid for one
calendar year from the date submitted.

Note: Emergency contacts only have the right to receive physical custody of the student. Listing
someone as an emergency contact does not give them authorization to access student records.

Note: GLA Staff is not allowed to restrict access to student records for verified parents/guardians,
regardless of their personal relationship to the student or primary parent/guardian without valid court
documentation on file.

Virtual Family Orientation Meetings:
We will be holding  a series of virtual Parent Orientation meetings for parents through early August. The meetings will
include details about  the coming school year. We are asking parents to attend one of the following meetings (Zoom
links below):

● Wednesday, August 3rd from 5:00-6:00 pm
● Friday, August 5th from 7:30-8:30 am
● Tuesday, August 9th from 7:30-8:30 am
● Wednesday, August 10th from 4:30-5:30 pm

Back to School Block Party:
All GLA students and families are invited to our Back to School Block Party  on Wednesday, August 17th from 3:30-5:30!
The event will take place on GLA’s turf field. Students and families will have the opportunity to meet teachers and learn
more about the coming school year. Students can also drop off completed summer work packets for a special treat, and
there will be food for attending families. More information to come!

First Week of School:

● August 19: First Day of School - K-1st; 1:45 Dismissal
● August 22: First day of School - 2nd-8th; 1:45 Dismissal (ALL STUDENTS Attend)
● August 22-26: K-8th Student Orientation Week; 1:45 Dismissal

School Start & End Times:
The table below reflects the student schedule for the upcoming school year. Based on family feedback, we
made some minor adjustments. Please note GLA building hours are 7am - 6pm. There will still be optional
before school programming beginning at 7am for this school year (more information to come).

Grade
Level

Monday - Thursday Friday

Doors
Open

Instruction
Starts

Instruction
Ends

Doors
Open

Instruction
Starts

Instruction
Ends

K-4 7:45 AM 7:55 AM 3:15 PM 7:45 AM 7:55 AM 1:45 PM

5-8 7:30 AM 7:55 AM 3:15 PM 7:30 AM 7:55 AM 1:45 PM

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1006&ChapterID=17
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_6whUdSMnUOL0otrxQVV4uUMA9lhbryep2bdxaBXIPM/edit
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85279546421
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83535723032
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/87683343631
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/89206980879


GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

PAST DUE: 22-23 Annual Registration Forms for Returning Students:
● If you have not been able to complete the registration, please stop by the front office, we have a printed paper

copy for your convenience, we have registration help available Monday - Friday from 9 am - 2 pm.
● You are also able to log into Schoolmint to complete the registration online.

(https://glachicago.schoolmint.net/signin).

Supply List and 2022-23 School Calendar:

Supplies that are donated by parents will be used to stock your scholar’s classroom through the first portion
of the school year. GLA pools all of its school supplies and materials are shared across the school. Please do
not put your child’s name on any materials.

We have also attached the 2022-23 School Calendar below for your convenience!

2022-23 Supply List

2022-23 School Calendar

Uniforms:
The Uniform Policy was recently updated, so please make sure you review it in detail for the upcoming
2022-2023 school year.  You can find the policy here, please be sure to review carefully.

Purchasing GLA Uniforms Online:
Purchase Great Lakes Academy polo shirts, jackets, and cardigans by visiting the SchoolBelles website and
typing in the school code: s2919. Please note, prices of items will appear higher than they are until you create
an account and login during checkout. Once logged in, prices should be discounted, as reflected in this flyer.
According to the company, and as of mid-July, any orders placed online may take up to 3 weeks to be
delivered.

Purchasing GLA Uniforms In-store:
You can also visit the Schoolbelles Retail Store to purchase GLA gear. Schoolbelles is located at 10139 S
Harlem Ave, Chicago Ridge, IL (708-929-4695). If purchasing online, we recommend ordering at least 3 weeks
in advance, and if visiting the store, calling ahead to confirm they have the size you need in stock.

As of last week, Schoolbelles had inventory of many uniform types and sizes in their store. Few items are
currently backordered.

Breakfast and Lunch Menu:
● To view the breakfast and lunch menu for the upcoming month, please click here.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

August 3: Virtual Parent Orientation from 5:00-6:00 pm
August 5: Virtual Parent Orientation from 7:30-8:30 am
August 8-9: Front Office will be closed for Professional Development
August 9: Virtual Parent Orientation from 7:30-8:30 am
August 10: Virtual Parent Orientation from 4:30-5:30 pm
August 17: Back to School Block Party from 3:30-5:30
August 19: First Day of School - K-1st; 1:45 Dismissal
August 22: First day of School - 2nd-8th; 1:45 Dismissal
August 22-26: Student Orientation Week; 1:45 Dismissal
September 5: Labor Day: No Classes

http://ec1.deanslistsoftware.com/ls/click?upn=JDjtm1LRwUAIOaW32Ml1GkuoSJBPDGXGNANL9w9k391fbx1zwHoVOX0v1PZfXmcYFsXJVmEbrn9uKPjjnpJqBw-3D-3Dxnbm_2-2FFXugQmmLcTKGkSGoQ7caczamCer-2FzCPHaG1SPx94tsz28LuFCSA2zWaO-2BPqhG-2BBYO0HGJqVmFJ9INTityybEHX5hklTJAaOu0JejGBDnM3bk6QVmKd8EUm7YMHF61Z2vj3n9Y-2FnSQdfrCkmQrPxtDFPI9cVZfrija3Ov-2Bq7HxLVpkbNap7fs0zh-2FD3OWeQKz2GOUEpntxCSEqtAak6Hfw2eH0H6nt83KOc7SVVgKHgkuSeeAx-2FrOwwzfTx0xA-2BowrwafqQ8ZjTQiMY0m4Grw-3D-3D
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1958qGBBQnp_89LqZKK2dJjCnGcKV4IcJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y7hd3Tzze0Zbg17WpFZUIuwS1VZDURBN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1y4XYGgokIO3L0Avmz0NNuCtNvpE4EBqs_gqZLrFt5zQ/edit
http://www.schoolbelles.com/
https://www.schoolbelles.com/pdf/S2919.pdf
https://justadashcatering.nutrislice.com/menu/great-lakes-academy/lunch/2021-08-26


August 3 - September 9, 2022

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 2 3

Virtual Parent
Orientation

5:00-6:00 PM

4 5

Virtual Parent
Orientation

7:30-8:30 AM
8 9

Virtual Parent
Orientation

7:30-8:30 AM

10 11

Virtual Parent
Orientation

4:30-5:30 PM

12

15 16 17

Back to School
Block Party
3:30-5:30

18 19

First Day
K-1st Grade

1:45 pm Dismissal
22

First Day
2nd-8th

K-8th
Orientation Week

1:45 pm Dismissal

23

K-8th
Orientation Week

1:45 pm
Dismissal

24

K-8th
Orientation Week

1:45 pm
Dismissal

25

K-8th
Orientation Week

1:45 pm
Dismissal

26

K-8th
Orientation Week

1:45 pm Dismissal

29 30 31 1 2

5

Labor Day

No School

6 7 8 9

Parent Go to
School Night

KG-4: 4:00 pm

5-8: 5:00 pm



COVID Vaccination Information for Scholars

GLA is currently reviewing our COVID policies for the upcoming school year.  Information for the
2022-23 school year will be shared in the coming weeks.  In the meantime, we advise all of our
families to consider vaccinating their Scholars.

This week and beyond, there are many ways for children to get vaccinated across the city:

● Family health care providers – CDPH recommends families first reach out to their
pediatrician or family medical provider to see if appointments are available.

● CPS sites – CPS’ regional vaccination clinics and mobile school-based events will offer
the Pfizer vaccine for ages 5 to 11 starting on Wednesday, November 10th.

○ Use this link to view the schedule for the clinics.
○ Use this link to view the schedule for mobile events.
○ Visit cps.edu/vaccinations for more information and vaccine opportunities

● Local pharmacies – Across the city, many pharmacy locations already have vaccines
and more will receive doses in the coming weeks. Each has their own registration.

○ Walgreens: Register online, call your local Walgreens or 1-800-WALGREENS
(1-800-925-4733)

○ CVS: Register online, call your local CVS or 1-800-679-9691
○ Mariano's: Register online
○ Walmart: Call 833-886-0023, Option 1
○ Chicago Costco Pharmacies: Register online for an appointment or call a

pharmacy directly
● Select children’s hospitals will host pediatric vaccine events – check hospital websites

for dates and more information.

CDPH will host family vaccination clinics at City Colleges of Chicago. These events will offer
pediatric COVID-19 Pfizer vaccines, as well as Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson vaccines and
booster doses to all Chicagoans. Patients must be 18 or older to receive a J&J vaccine. All
clinics will be open 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Registration is required and open now at
www.chi.gov/YouthVax.

Starting November 15, CDPH’s in-home vaccination program, Protect Chicago At Home, will also
offer pediatric vaccination for all children ages 5 to 11. Make an at-home appointment at
Chicago.gov/AtHome or by calling (312) 746-4835.

Standing CDPH immunization clinics will also offer pediatric COVID-19 vaccines by appointment
only. This includes:

● Greater Lawn WIC located at 4150 W. 55th St. (call 312 745-1477 for an appointment)
● Starting November 15, all CDPH-sponsored community events will offer pediatric

vaccinations. For the calendar of community events, visit Chicago.gov/VaxCalendar.

https://events.juvare.com/IL-IDPH/bce1da4f-a64a-464b-ba71-1620cc511492/
https://events.juvare.com/IL-IDPH/726589ad-1495-4ad0-94aa-386f7ca54087/
https://click.citynews.chicago.gov/?qs=25a240d48e06381edc361b41a3602fbb1fa9f83ff84c484371868ad9abd4374966164c3bad8d12ddf79bcabca5315b1e6104284746919714
https://click.citynews.chicago.gov/?qs=25a240d48e06381e366a0c558dc5ac3cba3207e87ea57afb14896c1242301ccbdb46eedf64e2c5c5716adeee3e675b59f2633df4b0c43812
https://click.citynews.chicago.gov/?qs=25a240d48e06381edbbd7be162f27a45c6d5246b86960eb9acef8d731f0c50936f56c4e87dfac0ec5ce8d46932b1e2c091f47f37429a2e83
https://click.citynews.chicago.gov/?qs=25a240d48e06381eb8c065d35f08f21c6939e8eb73eba419400bcceab3ac17309613e7163dd3933dfd33d87b3f880aa53fa79bb19a0627ce
https://click.citynews.chicago.gov/?qs=25a240d48e06381e4d1dcbfaf4b24040c79ebb68a0630500ab1f6e719f651c31656bc2c1d16d34a8fa3a45f7c04a1746d8c7370162e00277
http://www.chi.gov/YouthVax
http://www.chi.gov/YouthVax
https://click.citynews.chicago.gov/?qs=25a240d48e06381e0c3f8150c1e12f8b0c1033e7560e9c67ed5f8ec4fdc781cc7d6ad1075aa745f2671cb38f6ced6ef9d5afd61b613b6aec
https://click.citynews.chicago.gov/?qs=25a240d48e06381e0c3f8150c1e12f8b0c1033e7560e9c67ed5f8ec4fdc781cc7d6ad1075aa745f2671cb38f6ced6ef9d5afd61b613b6aec
https://click.citynews.chicago.gov/?qs=25a240d48e06381eb015af68252f8f7d55e81df19e93405fd7ee7b763609d4dbaca058821796ae638930ca40626b8157593f35b6829968d8

